
BEFORE THE JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS COMMISSION
STATE OF FLORIDA

INQUIRY CONCERNING JUDGE,
SC14-1647

LINDA D. SCHOONOVER,
________________________________/

ORDER ON PENDING MOTIONS

This matter came to be heard on September 4, 2014 before FJQC Hearing Panel

Chair Robert Morris.  In attendance were Henry M. Coxe and Oliver David

Barksdale, Special Counsel to the FJQC, Michael Schneider, FJQC General Counsel,

Lauri Waldman Ross, as counsel to the FJQC Hearing Panel, the Respondent Judge

Linda D. Schoonover, and her counsel Gregory W. Eisenmenger and Robert R. Berry. 

The JQC Hearing Panel Chair is required to dispose of all pretrial motions,

which may be “determined with or without hearings.” FJQC Rule 7(b).  After review

of the “Motion to Dismiss Notice of Formal Charges dated August 25, 2014,” the

Response, and argument of counsel at a duly noticed hearing, undersigned denies the

motion.

On August 22, 2014, Special Counsel served a Notice of Formal Charges on

the respondent, which was not filed. Instead, as a result of communications between

counsel, three paragraphs were deleted from the Notice of Formal Charges, which

was filed on August 25, 2014.  This Notice complies with FJQC Rule 6(b) & (8).  The
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respondent judge was not prejudiced when three paragraphs of the original notice

were voluntarily withdrawn.

The Respondent’s motion for extension is granted.  Her answer is due 20 days

from the date of this order.

Done and Ordered this 8   day of September, 2014.th

FLORIDA JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS
COMMISSION

     By: /s/ Robert Morris                       
   HONORABLE ROBERT MORRIS

FJQC HEARING PANEL CHAIR
Second District Court of Appeal
1005 E. Memorial Blvd.
Lakeland, FL 33801
morrisr@flcourts.org
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Gregory W. Eisenmenger, Esquire
Robert R. Berry, Esquire
Attorneys for the Honorable Linda D. Schoonover
Eisenmenger, Berry Blaue & Peters, P.A.
5450 Village Drive
Viera, Florida 32955
gregeisenmenger@ebplaw.com
robertberry@ebplaw.com

Lauri Waldman Ross, Esquire
Counsel to the Hearing Panel of the
FLORIDA JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS COMMISSION

ROSS & GIRTEN
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Miami, Florida 33156
RossGirten@Laurilaw.com
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